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Attention SLPS! Did you know that honorees for the Spirit of Excellence Award come directly from Spotlight News? Did you know that ideas for district press releases, media advisories, and web postings come from Spotlight News as well? Did you know that Spotlight News is shared with more than 4,500 recipients on a weekly basis?  
The Office of Public Information wants to publicize your school, but is only able to do so with your help. Please send information to Julie Linder by emailing Julie.Linder@slps.org.  All information submitted about the success of students, staff, programs, etc. will be included in Spotlight News unless previously published. 
Headline News

· Red thread teaches students about connections 

· 'Day of Love' at Roosevelt High brings boxing champ Devon Alexander 

· St. Louis Public School Students Selected for Science Program (KPLR 11)

· St. Louis Public School Students Selected for Science Program ... (Fox 2)

· Interchange Named Best Arts Organization by RFT
· St. Louis Beacon - $155 million in bonds for city schools on Aug ...
· Central VPA students display work at UMSL's Gallery 210
· Ready Readers to deliver 1500 books Friday
· School choices grow more varied -- and more complicated 
· Welcome School targets refugee children
· School News
· School provides safe learning
· The 2010 Scholar- Athletes (Congratulations go to Nakia Shaneice Robinson, Metro, and Stephenie Renee Williiams, Clyde C. Miller Career Academy)
· 2010 SLPS Dance Festival

· http://videos.stltoday.com/p/video?id=13825338
· Jennings Post Office Branch in St. Louis named for Jodie Bailey
· http://www.ksdk.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=202766&catid=3&provider=email
· The St. Louis American, May 20-26th Edition, Vol. 62 No. 7, ran a story about the ten students selected for the Young Scientists’ Summer Focus program. 
· KSDK, May 13th, highlighted the Gateway Idol tournament during the evening newscast. 

· KiOntey Turner wrote an article about her experiences working with St. Louis University Hospital in the American, May 13-19 edition, and it is an excellent recap. See page C6. 
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· DC Sports Flag Football
· PETOY 2010
· Roosevelt 4th Day of Love
· 2010 Graduation Dates
· 12th Annual Science Fair (updated)

· Red Thread Culmination
· SAB Recognition 5.13.10
· Ready Readers @ Stix
· 2010 Gateway Idol Named
· 2010 Greater St. Louis Science Fair
· 2010 Special Olympics @ Cardinal Ritter
· CEFSS 42nd Awards Ceremony
· Roosevelt Blood Drive
· Summer Focus
Long Middle Student Named Finalist in International Poetry Competition

Sharice Hatton, a student at Long Middle School, was selected as a finalist in the 15th Annual River of Words Youth Environmental Poetry and Art Awards, a prestigious international student contest. About 100 poems and artworks from both U.S. and international entries are selected as finalists each year. 

Poetry submissions are judged by River of Words co-founders Robert Hass, who served as U.S. Poet Laureate from 1995-1997, and writer Pamela Michael. The contest is designed to help youth explore the natural and cultural history of the place they live, and to express, through poetry and art, what they discover. All winners receive ribbons, books and/or art supplies, t-shirts and other prizes. Winners were announced at a gala at the Library of Congress in April. 

Sharice was selected as a finalist for her poem Just Be Brave. The poem was written as part of her work during a Fall 2009 in-classroom program on Self-Discovery through the Visual and Poetic Arts led by St. Louis Poetry Center poets Susan Grigsby and Janie Ibur in partnership with Jonathan Loesch, a visual arts specialist at Long Middle, and the Saint Louis Art Museum.  The residency was made possible by Interchange, a collaborative program of COCA that partners St. Louis Public School classroom teachers with teaching artists in the community to engage students and improve learning in and through the arts.
Clyde C. Miller Student Advances to National Competition

Recently Clyde C. Miller Career Academy students competed in the Regional Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum Major for Justice Advocacy Competition at the National Bar Association Region VIII's conference at Thompson Coburn LLP law offices.   Kimberly Wyms was awarded $200.00 for her second place win and Timothy Harris was awarded $400.00 for his first place win. In addition, Harris will represent Region VIII and compete at the National Competition held in New Orleans, LA at the National Bar Association's Annual Convention.  

Washington Montessori Welcomes Tony Award Winning Actress

Sponsored by Left Bank Book’s River City Readers program, Broadway star and Tony Award-winning actress LaChanze (The Color Purple) presented her new book, Little Diva, to students at Washington Montessori. As an additional benefit, students received a free autographed copy of the book. 

A SOARING EAGLE SHOUT-OUT TO MARISSA WADLINGTON! 
Recently, Marissa Wadlington made her stage debut before a packed house at the Sheldon Concert Theater for the 14th Annual Denise Thimes & Friends Special Mother's Day Concert alongside her aunt the legendary Denise Thimes! Named in honor of her late grandmother, Mildred Thimes, the charitable foundation raises money for pancreatic cancer research. 

A SOARING EAGLE SHOUT-OUT TO CHRIS HOLMES! 
Chris Holmes, a senior at Central Visual and Performing Arts High School, has won numerous awards for his artwork, including second place in this year's Idle-Free Competition. In addition, Christopher has an excellent GPA, is a member in good standing of National Honor Society, and captain of the cross-country track team. Holmes also is an intern at St. Louis Artworks. This spring Chris was accepted into the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Columbia College in Chicago, and the Kansas City Art Institute. Chris will be attending the Kansas City Art Institute with a $14,000 a year Professor's Scholarship.

Monroe eMints Academy Hosts Successful Health, Wellness & Safety Festival

Monroe’s annual Health, Wellness & Safety Festival was a huge success thanks to the support of school and community partners. Coordinated with the support of Alderman Craig Schmid, Monroe students spent the day with representatives from the St. Louis Heath Department, Children’s Hospital, City Recreational Centers, St. Louis Police & Fire Department, Boy & Girl Scouts, Red Cross, Ameren UE, and others.
Norfolk Visits Herzog 

Recently, Herzog Pilot Academy had the privilege of being entertained by Bobby Norfolk.  Just who is Bobby Norfolk?  He is “an internationally known story performer and teaching artist, this three-time Emmy Award winner and Parents' Choice honoree is one of the most popular and dynamic story-educators in America today!”   Herzog Pilot Academy students appreciated the visit and enjoyed Norfolk’s stories which both entertained and taught life lessons.
The MPTA Awards $1000 Activity Grants to 2 SLPS Schools 

The Missouri Physical Therapy Association (MPTA) is committed to the promotion of good health habits. Physical activity is an essential element of health, and the development of physical activity habits needs to begin in children and adolescents. To support this goal, the MPTA is offering grants to physical education programs in Missouri middle/ junior high schools. 

Johnnie Singleton from Stevens Middle School and Laura Breitenstein from McKinley Classical Leadership Academy will each receive $1,000 in funding to purchase equipment that will provide physical activity opportunities for all children and promote a life-long commitment to fitness. Each submission included a detailed list of requested supplies and also a specific plan as to how these will be used.

McKinley Sends Resolution for Consideration to the United Nations General Assembly

 Recently, 51 eighth grade students from McKinley Classical Leadership Academy participated in CIVITAS Model United Nations at the Creve Coeur Government Center. Participants discussed resolutions involving four topics:  education in illiterate countries, gender discrimination, child trafficking, and fair trade. One resolution did pass, and is now eligible for consideration at the United Nations General Assembly.   This event was offered as part of McKinley’s Social Studies class and was sponsored by Mrs. Kristin Wall.

Metro Girls Varsity Team Undefeated in EVERY Sport 

Congratulations go to Metro’s Girls Varsity team who won every PHL title this year. The team was undefeated in: 

· SOFTBALL  8-0

· TENNIS    7-0

· VOLLEYBALL 11-0

· CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPS

· BASKETBALL 10-0

· SOCCER   10-0

· TRACK – FIELD DAY AND RELAY CHAMPS

The Connections Hosts an Appreciation Day & Luncheon for Lyon@Blow

The Connections, who has adopted Lyon@Blow, recently thanked faculty and staff at Lyon @ Blow with a luncheon. It was a wonderful event and those at Lyon@Blow were very appreciative of the recognition. 
Metro Thanks the Steel Workers Union

Metro Academic and Classical High School would like to thank the Steel Workers Union for donating a bicycle rack for student use. 

Mission St. Louis Provides Support to 2 SLPS Schools 

SLPS would like to thank Mission St. Louis for their programs at Adams and Ford Elementary schools which have provided numerous tutoring and mentoring programs to students.  At Adams Elementary, Mission St. Louis programs include Morning Reading, Thursday Club and Adopt-A-Classroom.  At Ford Elementary, Mission St. Louis programs include Open Gym and Morning Reading.
Red Day at Patrick Henry

Patrick Henry would like to thank Keller Williams Realty for choosing the school as their annual Red Day designee. During a recent excursion to the school, Keller Williams Realty staff laid sod for the 30x60 area to expand the school’s green space as part of its Green Initiative. 

Pierre Laclede Hosts Accelerated Education Drive

Sponsored by Pierre Laclede Elementary School and Mount Beulah Church, students from Laclede Elementary, Langston Middle School, and the Innovation Concept Academy at Blewett met numerous businesses around the city to learn about career pathways from professionals.  

Sigel’s Got Talent

Recently Sigel Elementary Full Service School hosted a wonderful talent show to showcase the abilities of students. Performers included: Jonas Jones, William Johnson, Tyvon Townsend, Roderick Williams, Javon Johnson, Cindy Fabian, Nicole Dillion, Erica Lockhart, Erin Lockhart, Erica Baker, Mayiya McClain, Jaleh Thomas, Fatuma Mohamed, Jaymie Kent, Tyana Crockett, Brooklynn turner, Kaytriana Harris, Sheanayla Sykes, Haley Turner, Sumaya Mohamed, Jordyn Pampkin, Isiah Lacey, Hamdi Ali, Charnishia Burgess, Jainesha Hurse, Wafa Osman, Roderick Williams, Robert Burnes, and the Sigel Steppers. 

Jefferson Elementary Partners with Metro Theater Company

Metro Theater Company has partnered with Jefferson Elementary to offer “Celebrate St. Louis Stories”. This program will be launched in 2010-2011 with the sixth grade class and conclude with a family performance of Metro Theater Company’s production of Delilah’s Wish, written and performed by Mariah Richardson.  Funding is provided by the Kresge Arts in St. Louis and the St. Louis Arts and Education Council.
Upcoming Events
Read, Right & Run Final Mile Celebration

As part of the district-wide (K-8) Read, Right & Run program, Go! St. Louis will be providing a Final Mile celebration at Dewey Elementary.  The Final Mile Celebration will be presented by Nancy Lieberman, President and Mike Cosgrove Program Director of Go! St. Louis.
DATE:  Wednesday, May 26

TIME:  9:30 – 1:00pm


Location: Dewey Elementary, 6746 Clayton Ave. 
Over 400 students at Dewey elementary have completed the requirements for the Read, Right & Run program - K-2 read 13 books, completed 13 good deeds and ran 13 miles & 3-5th grades read 26 books, completed 26 good deeds and ran 26 miles.  

ONE MILLION MENTORS: Michael Baisden – St. Louis Tour

Date: June 2, 2010

Location: Harris–Stowe State University

 Time: Doors open at 6:00 p.m. – Program begins at 7:00 p.m.

Dear Faculty, Staff and Families of SLPS,

On behalf of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Eastern Missouri, we would like to invite you to the Town Hall Meeting held on Wednesday, June 2nd at 7pm. This event will focus on the “One Million Mentors” Campaign, initiated by Michael Baisden and supported by many youth serving organizations in the  St. Louis area.  There is no need to RSVP for the event, please feel free to join us!

Thank you,

The Staff of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Eastern Missouri

Are You Smarter than a 5th Grader?

What: Trivia Night!
When: June 8, 2010 7-9pm
Where: Shaw VPA school, 5329 Columbia 
$10 adult, $2 child, $75 table of ten

Fun Facts: 
· Questions written by school gardeners!
· Learn from the experts about Farm to School and school garden programs in St. Louis!
· Silent Auction of antiques and loveable wonders from Little Shop Around the Corner!
· Door Prizes from local businesses!
· All proceeds to benefit Gateway Greening’s Education programming! Thank You!
Sigel Elementary St. Louis Area Resource Fair

Date: Tuesday, June 8, 2010

Time: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm

Location: Sigel Elementary Community Education Building, 2039 Russell Blvd.
Please join the Missouri Board of Probation and Parole Employees and Sigel Elementary for an opportunity to meet and network with Social Service, Health, Education, Substance Abuse, Mental Health, and Employment Professionals across the St. Louis City and County area. For more information please contact Walter Gibson via e-mail at Walter.Gibson@slps.orgor (314) 865-5050 

SLPS Adult Education and Literacy Graduation 

St. Louis Public Schools Adult Education and Literacy will be hosting their 2010 Graduation, Citizenship and Volunteer Recognition Ceremony on Friday June 11, 2010 in the Mildred Bastian Theatre at St. Louis Community College – Forest Park.  Dr. Kelvin Adams, Superintendent of St. Louis Public Schools, and Theresa Noellsch, a supervisor with the MO Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, will each offer congratulatory remarks.  Cornell Williams, a previous GED recipient and a recent graduate of Ranken Technical College, will be the featured speaker for this event.  In addition to honoring those who have earned their GED Certificates this year, this annual ceremony recognizes those students who passed the Citizenship Interview as well as volunteer tutors within SLPS Adult Education and Literacy Program.

Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

Free Summer Sports Camps Sponsored by City of St. Louis Parks, Recreation & Forestry

The City of St. Louis Parks, Recreation & Forestry will be offering Tennis (ages 7-15), Basketball (ages 8-17), Football (ages 8-17), Soccer (ages 7-15), and Track/Conditioning (ages 7-14)to youth this summer at no cost; however, space is limited. To enroll, or for more information, please contact (314) 289-5367
UMSL Hosts Girls’ Leadership Camp 

Date: June 20-23

Location: JC Penny Conference Center

The UMSL Girls’ Leadership Camp is an exciting summer experience for high school young women. Girls will explore benefits and options for after high school, including different majors and career opportunities with energetic hands-on activities and multimedia presentations. The camp emphasizes real-world, practical learning experiences, including meeting and learning from college students, faculty and staff about college readiness.

Participants will also be introduced to successful professional women across various career fields, and they’ll learn about making intelligent choices and taking charge of their ongoing success. Additionally, the camp features opportunities for parents to gain knowledge about helping prepare their daughters for a better future. This is an amazing opportunity for girls to learn about how to fulfill their dreams while having fun with their peers. For more information, please contact Malaika Horne, PhD, (314) 516-4749 or hornem@umsl.edu 
In support of one of our own

Dr. Hamid Azimiaraghi, Director of Athletics and Activities, Soldan International Studies High School, is battling leukemia, and in need of a bone marrow transplant.  Anyone interested in being a possible donor is encouraged to sign up online by registering with the "Be the Match" registry at www.bethematch.org.  Interested individuals should then click on the "Join Online" link, enter their personal information, and enter the Promo Code "Eagle Scout."  Additional information can be found at www.paci.org.  
SLPS Has a College Scholarship Website!!!

SLPS and College Summit have worked hard to bring SLPS students scholarship information. 
http://www.slps.org/19621051994641723/site/default.asp
“COLLEGE PREP POWER” WILL AIR ON SUNDAYS 8PM-9PM on KSLG RADIO 1380AM
A new show is set to air Sunday, May 2nd, 8pm - 9pm on radio station KSLG 1380am.  “College Prep Power” is a show that will be geared primarily toward students between the ages of 13 and 18 and their parents to give them vital information on the many facets of college preparation and matriculation.  
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